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SUBJECT: AUSTRALIAN CONCERN ABOUT U.S. ANTITRUST ACTIONS 

REE: CANBERRA 3941 

1. RE PARA 1, REFTEL, DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES DIFFICUL- 
TIES POSED EOR ANACONDA AUSTRALIA, INC. BY AUSTRALIAN 
GOVERNMENT PRESSURE. DEPARTMENT, HOWEVER, IS NOT IN A 
POSITION TO OFEER ADVICE ON U.S. ANTITRUST LAW CONSE- 
QUENCES OF ALTERNATIVES AVAILABLE TO COMPANY. WE ASSUME 
ANACONDA HAS AVAILABLE PRIVATE U.S. ANTITRUST COUNSEL. 

COMPANY MIGHT ALSO WISH TO CONSIDER SEEKING A BUSINESS 
REVIEW LETTER FROM ANTITRUST DIVISION, U.S. DEPARTMENT 

OF JUSTICE. ANACONDA'S U.S. COUNSEL WOULD PRESUMABLY 
SECRET 
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BE AWARE OE BUSINESS REVIEW LETTER PROCEDURE, WHICH CAN 
BE VERY HELPFUL. 

2. RE PARA 2, REFTEL, EMBASSY SHOULD BE AWARE THAT GOA 

HAS INFORMED ATTORNEY GENERAL BELL BY LETTER DATED MAY 19 
THAT IT WOULD BE AGREEABLE TO HOLDING CONSULTATIONS WITH 
THE US "PRIMARILY CONCERNED TO ESTABLISH PRINCIPLES IN 
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ACCORDANCE WITH WHICH THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, FOLLOW- 
ING THE MOST WELCOME STATEMENTS MADE BY ASSOCIATE ATTOR- 
NEY GENERAL EGAN IN HIS SPEECH TO THE INTERNATIONAL BAR 

ASSOCIATION IN NOVEMBER, WILL SEEK ACCOMMODATION AND 
COMPROMISE WHEN UNITED STATES ANTITRUST ENFORCEMENT CON- 
FLICT WITH FOREIGN LAWS AND IMPORTANT FOREIGN POLICIES. 

WE (GOA) WOULD NOT WISH THE CONSULTATIONS TO RELATE TO 
ANY PARTICULAR MATTERS OF DISPUTE BETWEEN THE UNITED 
STATES AND AUSTRALIA. WE (GOA) WOULD BE AGREEABLE TO A 
MEETING IN WASHINGTON AT A MUTUALLY CONVENIENT TIME." 

NO US RESPONSE HAS YET BEEN MADE TO THE AUSTRALIAN LETTER 
BUT GOA MAY WISH TO TAKE UP SUCH MATTERS AS THOSE PRE- 
SENTED BY THE AUSTRALIAN URANIUM MARKETING AUTHORITY AT 
ANY CONSULTATIONS ON ANTITRUST. 

3. TEXT OF LETTER AND EGAN SPEECH BEING POUCHED. VANCE 
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